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so early a break in the day's march. The wind dropped a
little during the afternoon and had veered slightly round to
the south-east. It remained cool, and the day had produced
a welcome miracle. It was not till 5 p.m. (we had halted at 2)
that the baggage-animals trailed into camp slowly, drearily,
and wearily. Four or five of them had collapsed during the
day, and the men in attendance had been kept busy adjusting
and readjusting loads to relieve the worst cases. Some of
them had been * snuffed ' to keep them going, and one of them
had given birth to a premature calf which had been slaugh-
tered at once. The meat was triumphantly brought in dang-
ling from the flanks of various beasts of the party, but the
mother had been allowed a respite from carrying a load. I
bring you good news of fat, 'Ali had said as he came
up. And perhaps now, I suggested, we shall have more
milk for we have had little of late. Xo, he replied, the
old cow will yield no milk till she has drunk her fill of
water. As a matter of fact she never gave a drop—the
strain had been too great for her. I was just about
dead-beat at this time and sat listlessly among my com-
panions round the fire while they cooked the tender meat
in the ashes. I was as ready as any of them for the
welcome nourishment and took my share in every round
of the good things that came, hot and fresh, from the fire.
That seemed to put fresh life into me and I went back to my
tent with a strange sense of well-being. A pot of tea com-
pleted the good work, and Zaid cooked a small dish of rice for
Sa'dan and me.
Zayid came to me during the evening to press for some
night-marching. The camels were in a bad way and our water
supply was dangerously low, while we had only covered some
20 miles on the first day. We had far to go and we must cover
the ground more rapidly to avoid disaster. I was in a com-
fortable mood for negotiations after loiag privations and in a
fairly strong position to turn things to my advantage. They
could not force me to march by night and I claimed but little
of the available water, I could at least demand tfeat they
should be as abstemious as myself and I knew that that would
trouble them, Look you, Zayid, I said frankly, it is you tba£

